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Identification and Expression Analysis of ETR Gene Family in Camellia sinensis
YAN Meihong, ZHENG Yucheng, HOU Binghao, CHEN Xuejin, CHEN Xiaojun, YE Naixing*
(College of Horticulture, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University/Key Laboratory of Tea Science at
University in Fujian, Fuzhou, Fujian 350002, China)

Abstract: [ Objective] CsETRs were identified and analyzed to predict the potential molecular functions involving the
mechanism of ethylene receptor in response to stress in tea plants. [Method] Bioinformatics was used to identify members in
the ETR family and predict their potential molecular functions. Real-time fluorescence quantitative analysis was employed for
the expressions of the genes under stresses. [ Result] Six ETRs were identified from the genome of tea plants. They all
consisted of N-terminal transmembrane region, GAF region, and histidine (His) kinase domain. Phylogenetic tree analysis
divided them into two groups. Each member of the ETR family contained 1-12 exons. Significantly differentiated in tissues, the
expressions of ETRs were high in the fruits and stems. The fluorescence quantitative expressions of the 6 genes, especially
ERS1-1, were upregulated to varying degrees when exposed to low temperature. Under the stress of plant growth
regulators ABA, JA, or GA, most of the genes were upregulated, especially £RS1-3, but ETR2-2 downregulated slowly when
treated by ABA. [Conclusion] On tea plants, 6 CsETRs in the family were identified with their potential molecular functions
predicted and analyzed in this study. CsETRs were highly expressed in the fruits and stems that could be induced by low-
temperature stress. Whereas ABA, MeJA, or GA could significantly upregulate the expression of ERS1-3.
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[958 & XY 25 W Camellia sinensis (L.) O.
Kuntze fi: 3% [ F 2 A LIRS UORME", feE it
hA S Z AR . T SRR E, TS A%
WEERAERKET, BB R, Y
38 2 5 T 2 BURRME O X PR A8 A N . LM
%K ETR ( Ethylene receptor ) J& ZJifa 5 S &R
B—ATuE, OS2 RS R A X O R S R
L, MR Y AE K EE EEEN . i, %5
BT O 2RI, 288 HAH G ThRe, DA
I3 TR T i S 52 AT 2 AR A G R P X i 3E
PPEBLE . (AT AR R]Y oM REd S %2
TR 25 G R e W BRI o 32 A5, 440 PR o oW
T RGO R R R H, R 2
SRR fECUMB ST, 2BNT44
LN, Bfdi CTR1 ( Constitutive triple responsel ),
36 M8 55 F W B9 EIN2 ( Ethylene Insensitive2 ) £ H
IBERR AL, EIN2 221 c st DI, comis 3l 21 240 i 4%
i H:A 1% EIN3 ( Ethylene insensitive3 ) 25 F TRz 3 4,
Ifa, 1EUE 7 ERFs ( Ethylene response factors )
ik, WoE RO TR IR S, BFSE
BNVEIT 5 MR O30, 435k ETRL,
ERS1. EINA. ETR2 Fl ERS2. AL & N i
PSREIX . GAF XHIZHZRR (His) WRZ5HIEL, ETRI .
EIN4 F1 ETR2 32 VK Hid 40 & — AN 30 8™ . #L40 His
B B R AR RSF LR, AR 24
WRk: WA (ETR1 R1ERS1) FIA} 2 (ETR2. ERS2
FEING) ., BN AEX A, R0 kg
S MBI PUESE T 2 M 2 A SR 92 B A 2
KARA A KR J7 T RIAEF L KOG 386 58 1 30 (9 41K
THE . AR 4 2 0 B R A AR 3 T 5T
N GORE A T B3 i A B AR, 2017 BT 10 5
HMIER AR, TEIE T AL R A2 B A
2018 A H [l /N i B A G 25 B8 U, EP A Rk
AR A1 =A% PacBio 3 51 I 14 5 W& 3R 45 T 5
T W AR SR A BRI T a0l 24
ZEM A E N RS CSS ( Camellia sinensis
vars. sinensis ) " F et [ S i Al 254 CSA ( Camellia
sinensis vars. assamica ) MEI"J%ZHJ?W , LHZE3A
R (EF 2R A Ak 43wk
e (R KO- 55 R AT 9 & S B2 ZA TR 35 .
18 2 A fif A A SR A & 52 AR R TR T F 5T 4R
Ho AR ALY B ARSI RV S22 1k
X EYER KT AHNIEEEN ., BRS04

W IR Z AR FE A SR s . LR e i ¢
SR ] ASIE 530 R XS A5 ETR & R R A7 A= )
FRAES T, TV AE Sy I e, W O A
TERM KB LR S22k, B2 1 i R R4 R
RUIRE, Tk EES HRMWHLULE R ETR HEH
FERLGL, I I 2 R 580 i i 9 S qRT-PCR 4%
ARUFFEAEAELE D SN ECR WA T ETR B KR4
IO ARR ik AL, it — DR S 2
2 I T RE B E B A
1 AR5 *®
L1 AR

B T TR T AR MR 2 28 2 i 4 R G
RS E R AR . HEIEURL A R R SRR T AR K
A RAF B AR AR B SRR . JEORET 2019 4F
4 A B BB (2017) %" @905k AT T LA T Ab 3

1) RIRAEHE: HAEEHIRE (24£2) C T4
KRR BN TRBAE AT, RERE R4 C,
RN 60%~70%, SCHEMFE] 14 h, FAREESE 10 h,
IRIRAL PR 0. 4. 24, 48 h I THINHAE 2. 3 A A4S
AR A

2) MYERIE AN AR EE R GA. MeJA
1 ABA W, $#2HX 100 pmol-L ' W T A [l At ik,
A ANBSS 0, 6. 24, 48 h I TIIRAS 2. 3 A4S Ak
PIRAM

F UL LI M R RS AL BRER 3 IR E R, AR
EARIC, WAEKEAET-80 C kKA.
12 RETHEE
121 CsETR A EH K& R &2 HITEARMEER
ZUBUHEE TPIA (http:/tpia.teaplant.org ) "® f R 4254
ETR 3:F A ¥4, i ] SMART (http://smart.embl-
heidelberg.de/) "" FHICDD ( https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.go
viedd/ ) U™ 72k 100 s 2 e 5 5 B BT R S R B ETR A3
SPER, 552K BTR JEK 45 Mtk 17 e xt, LU
I VEER I RE R GG o SR ExPASY  (http:/www.
expasy.org/) ") #1 WoLF PSORT ( https:/wolfpsort.hgc.
ip/ ) PO HELR I 4> B CSETR 5204 B 5% 10 7 11 )5 AL,
A S5 I S0 HE S 40 L A6
122 CsETR AR RA&FARKAME  RHMEGAT.0
BEXS CSETR £ 47 <7 #9020 M7, JF T TAIR
( https://www.arabidopsis.org/ ) M ¥ F1 NCBI ( https:/
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank/ ) Mk %42l 5 7+ 175
W M2 REE R RS, fi ] MBGAT.0 B # d &
GriE AL,
123 CsETR % B s 5 2 A R F 2 MB 04 N
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TPIA d JE vh T 2% CsETR 3L 1940 B 7 FIN & 75
WS, FIF GSDS ( http:/gsds.cbipku.edu.cn/ ) P 7E
LR WUl A CSETR SR 15 B 5 3 25 M 1R, 4 5 4k
B ANEFECH ., i H MEMES.0.2 (http:/meme-
suit.org/tools/meme ) 7E 28 4% 2 43 #7 CsETR 3 (K I H
) B A s
1.2.4 CsETR # B 690 XAF A T 547 M TPIA %
i h B B CsETR K& KGR IR 7 # F i 1000 bp J5471
FIH] Editra 24 A48 s FIRAAERIDCH:, 5T TBtools
B BEAT Y
12.5 %63 k2 ® PCR AT KM A B RNA fif
AL RAR Z W52 By 1) 5 RNA $20A70 G4, =
MR 2 304 H & & W 206 32 1k cDNA I F
qRT-PCR"", CSETR F % i 5151 Wyi%& 114 primer3plus
( http://www.primer3plus.com/ ) TEZEMul E#1T (£ 1),
WS Nk F CsGAPDH (%% 55 GE651107 ). qRT-
PCR [ I 78 5 6 5 i PCR AN b b 47 . SO ik &R B
¥ 2 SR S H W v, BT 27 Dy
Xtk I ] TBtools £l # A

2 ZRE5oH

2.1 CsETR EERIEMRANETE

F R 48 CSETR RE R 5, ARG RA T
Blast b Xf J5 %, JFH %52 B B9 ¥ 7E CsETR 5K % i
B 228 & SMART F1 CDD W o FER AT 2, W&
AT 6 4 CsETR R IE M A, 43 54w 44 4 CsERSI-1 .
CsERSI-2. CsERSI-3. CsEIN4. CsETR2-1. CsETR2-
2 (1), R ExPASY fll WoLF PSORT 7E £k ¥ 3

CsERS1-1 III
100
100 CsERS1-3 III

CsERS1-2 I II
——— CsEIN4 I I I I

CsETR2-1 I III
coma “I

100

R1 FER CETR KRB RSIHFF

Table | Primer sequence of CSETR:s in tea plants
AT J:%%I% F‘I)‘ﬁ%m
Gene name Forward primers Reverse primer
(5'>3") (5'=3")
ERSI-1  AATGGCCTGCTGATGAGCTT ~ CACAGAAGATCCAGCAGGCA
ERSI-2 GAGGATGGCAGCCTTCAACT  AGTACATCCCTTGCCAAGCC
ERSI-3 GGCACCAGATTTACCTGCCT ~ GCTGAGCTTTCTGCAACACC
EIN4 AATTGTGCCGTTTGGATGCC GAGTTTCTTGCCTGGCTTGC
ETR2-1  GCAAATCGCTTGATCGGCAT  CCATCATTGCGCTCTGCTTC
ETR2-2  ATAAAGGAAGCCGCTTGCCT  TCCCGGTTCAGAGATGCCTA
CsGAPDH TTGGCATCGTTGAGGGTCT CAGTGGGAACAGGAAAGC

GIAT 6 A GEIR I B 45 TU I T Ry BRAR MR RT (% 2). iE
i E A RBAL AT G A A5 5, CsETR [ ORF &%
FRKE N 614aa ( CSERS1-1) ~763aa ( CSETR2-1), 43
TN 68.63~85.56 kD, ZFHL K/ K 6.09 (CSERSI-
1) ~7.57 (CsETR2-2), >K/KPEH 0.014~0.250, %
B CSETR & [H 2 (1 M B tE s K 26 15 38 3 0 40 i a2
AT 43 AT )5 & B, CSETR &K 2& (1394 F i Lo
22 CsETR RIEM ARG A EMy LT

R Tl ETR I Z B R, AWF5R HEEL
T 3ANMEIYFREG 17 4 ETR 8 R R R Sk
B R 6 NAW LIRS RN . 6 DT
PRIER RN S AN IR IT O Z R B R R R K E
B (K 2). ETR KGR 4R 2 AWK, 4390
i ETR X% Fl ERS ko 3 Ah, Tl i 28 5 a2 (R gk
Nr HUMIE R —2, SHA 2 WK GEERER T X 5.

GAF !sﬂ "ase‘;c -
GAF Eslﬂ 'asi Co
GAF Esﬁ .‘as_e:c ~—
.
GAF ESKH .’as““:_c =~ ‘.Ea
GAF Es% .as‘?;c ” ‘F‘a

B HWZHEZREE

Fig. 1

Ethylene receptor domain of tea plants
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Table 2 Characteristics of CsETR sequences in tea plants
E-YS ERMAmS  WEFIKE  JFBGIEEKE STE S S SRR S 4H i 5 oz
Gene name Genome ID CDS/bp ORF/aa MW/kD pl Grand average of hydropathicity Subcellular localization
CsERS1-1 TEA017521 1845 614 68.63 6.09 0.162 B i Plasma membrane
CsERS1-2 TEA032252 1923 640 71.71 7.02 0.144 JFi 5 Plasma membrane
CsERS1-3 TEA012203 1932 643 71.89 6.67 0.250 JFi 5 Plasma membrane
CsEIN4 TEA025082 2292 763 85.56 7.27 0.014 JFi 5 Plasma membrane
CsETR2-1 TEA002824 2292 763 84.73 6.32 0.077 JFi 5 Plasma membrane
CsETR2-2 TEA020178 2292 763 85.56 7.57 0.054 JFi i Plasma membrane

2.3 CsETR IR REEMFNRF L5 o 4

N3 BT CSETR JE PR S8R WL B A5 i g 2 FE M, A
SCiE 3k AE GSDS Wl - il £ 5 PR 45 48 [ ok L3 2 0
ZRRGEW NG FANEFHCE (F3), @i
X6 N HE B PSSR R B, A R RE 1
(ERS1-2) & 12 (ERS1-3) AR, 25k, H
W ERSI-3 BN P H K, @i 7 10000 bp, ERS1-2
BRAME T4, TN & TR, HAS R N & 73
PO BRI IT . BRILZ AN, KB ETR WK E M
AP AL, SR T NG TR 24,

80 LeETR2
100 LeETR1
AtETRI1

100 84 CsERS1-2 a

AtERS1

CsERS1-3

-

100 CsERS1-1

AtERS2

LeETR6

100 100 LeETRS

I

99 1% CsEIN4
AtEIN4
81 | —— A(ETR2

62 LeETR4

10| [ CsETR22
100 L csETR2-1

LeNR

TE: Cs kM ALHFITF: Led&iili
Note: Cs: Camellia sinensis; At: Arabidopsis thaliana; Le: Lycopersicon

esculentum.
2 FERS5HEHMEYMELR ETR ZRRG#H LK
Fig. 2 Phylogenetic tree of ETRs in tea and other plant proteins

Ml ERS W W ¥ 5 43 A A3

A 4 #r  3 MEME i &% 31 T ETR &K % #Y
6 MESFIET (F 4) LM RSEI T A LK B
S5 WoR BT A FOE R GUE A MR R SRSy, B
2 0GR 2Z 8] 1) 43 A A8 3 A DX SR B BB+ 43 A
Bl U] ETR 05 B 01 B I D BB A M AR SF, 2 N0
FIG 5 A AL L T e
2.4 CsETR EERERB N FIRE T 574

Jed B G B 5T A %o T R 4 SR R Rk R
YEH o CsETR %A )3 3 7 0 =X A8 F ¢ 4 i A Plant-
CARE EL T HAMr (K 5)., & 3k45 3 KM #o0
PF, SRR AR A SIS ITTIE . FOREEE AR
W E 4 (02-site, 14 ). G W & ( TCT-motif,
254> )5 Wy B M R ot R . IR 4 W Y (ARE,
104 ), TR m N (MBS, 34 ). K& m L
(LTR, 34~). B 1 H J7 0 i ( TC-rich repeats,
1A ). B R ( WUN-motif, 14>) L K i i
Mool EFEEAERKZFE (AuxRR-core, 17 ). KR
( ABmotif, 14) LA KB m oo A ERKR
( AuxRR-TATbox. GARE-motif, 34~ ). /K # i
(TCA-element, 14~). HEA %I, 7£ ETR K&
6 MR YA KA TTlE, Hdh CETR2-1 &4
14 O2-site, CsETR1-3%& A 17 AuxRR-core,
CsETR2-2 % 4 14 WUN-motif, LA I 45 5 £ 0,
CsETR FIEAEFR M ERK K E « T R0
N AR
2.5 CsETR RIERRAEARALAHHRIXZER

JWEFE CsETR R ZIEX M AL A K EE B
ifg, M TPIA ¥4 e b T 2k 8 Bl A4 20 23R IA %L
i, FIH TBtools #RA: 43 7 HAE A [R] ZH 4 e iy e 36 481
K (E6). WG RAT AN ETR KGR
AN L, ZERTZEIRZ, FEAR A& 0 4
FIRHANT AR, F W] CSETR FHEXM M R E
HEETAEH . 0T &4 FE R KN R 1 H R A
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CSERSI-l — o eme—o=

100

100 CsERS1-3 —==

CsERS]-2 mm——

CsEIN4

]

& /12T Exton
— W& T Intron

CsETR2-1 ——— G —

100

CsETR2-2 ’———-

3

0kb 1 kb 2 kb 3kb

4 kb 5kb 6 kb 7 kb 8 kb 9 kb

F: a.CETR KR RGN b.CSETR S5«
Note: a: phylogenetic tree of CsETR family; b: structure of CSETR.
B3 CsETR EERELH
Fig.3 Structure of CSETR family
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e — e wn s Y AT AT ALt

CsETR2-1
100 |:CSETR2-2

Motif Symbol Motif Consensus

w0 RO U T T

S cud s e el

%5 1. (EEAGRHVRMLTHE IRKSLDRHTILKTTLVELGRTLDLEECALWMPNERG

Sy 2.

YVIKSANVPYEWVLVQFGAFIVLCGATHLINGWTY

377 3 (B LEESQLARDQLMEQNVALQLAKQEAEMAIQARNDFLKVMNHGMRTPMHAI

JEY 4.

KGGTPELSQTCYAILVLVLPGDGIREWSBHELEJVEVVADQVAVALSHAR

%E’:S.E LTIARILTALVSCATAJTLITJIPDLLEVETRELFLENKAWELDREVGLI
35 o, I DTILKSSNVLATLINDVLDLSRKDDGRLPLEMRSFNLHEVIKEASNLIKP

VE: a.CsETR KRG b.CSETR FKIRARSFIEF 94 ¢ 357 logo 40 Hr o
Note: a: phylogenetic tree of CsETR family; b: conserved motif distribution of CsETR family; c: motif logo analysis.
4 CsETR ZEREMRTFEFIH

Fig. 4 Conservative motif analysis on CSETRs

R, CsETR A 4 Bh W] W i 20 23R I8
P, Hh CsERS1-1. CsEIN4 il CsETR2-2 3 [N 1 5
SEh RGN, UL 3 A R AE 20 X S S AR
AR R iy A EE MM, I CsERS1-2,

CsERS1-1 7EZEH VG B m ik, CsETR2-2 T8 AN
rh IR E A,

2.6 CsETR FRIRTE 4 #0E THRIERN

RHRGE CsETR He IR G5 A6 28 Rb 30T i A= 2
FN, S8 AN B TR R T ) Mz AR Rk
ABE G 5 e B AR M E T CsETR Z 5 6 4 1
RTEAKIR (4°C) . FREFHR . BIERR . KA T
AXRIA T (7). FEXHIGHE 4 °C 55 T 195k
PEAT PCR 4) M Je 45 HOR R B B 3 PR ik i, &

M CsETR B G5/ 6 A Rk it 3 2 9 F
e, Hrh CsERS1-1 Kikg FMIEE R K, CsERS1-3
BN, R FEFFEMIRISE S 48 h J5 M F A B .
I BT GA, MeJA, ABA Kb F )5 i 56 b4 R} 35 [H #6535
AT, TGAW%MT,%iﬂmﬁEW%
IKEBAA BB A, KRSy ETR HE R G5 R %
witﬁﬁ%,h¢&ma3mtﬂhfmﬁ W
CsERS1-17£ 6~48 h S [N Kk B EZ A K.
AFZUR N AY ETR B KA LM BB, H
@M&&%Lﬂmﬁﬁm?ﬁ& 1E ABA [ 5 1l
T, Bk CsETR2-2 BRIy R ik 2 P as s, HAl
FIG AR LR, o CsERS1-31) 1 i i i
WIHFAFE B 7, #RT, ETR 3K %% 8 0 7 ABA &b
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CsETR2-1 i 6 @O LA LS ¢
CsERS1-3 A @ A a2 5 . B A
CsERS1-1 A A 5 ARA BAA A
CsETR2-2 - i @ A §
CsEIN4 . A 98 B9 L i o
CsERS1-2 B 2@ 4 A B =
5" I I I I )3
0 200 400 600 800 1000

A\ KB HIEIREA ST Growth-related cis-elements

A O2-site A TCT-motif

[T w32 40 5% 754 Hormone response-related cis-elements

B AuxRR-core

1 ABRE [l CGTCA-motif

I TATbox. GARE-motif [l TCA-clement

O Wriemi BLAH IR T Stress response-related cis-elements

@ ARE ) MBS

® LR

© TC-rich repeats

. WUN-motif

& 5 CsETREEB3hFIRE T

Fig. 5 Predicted cis-elements in promoter of CSETRs

| | 1 |
30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 7.0

T Y
Ol
CsEIN4

- CsERS1-1

CsERS1-3

CsERS1-2
RS NS HE x5 &5 &£5 B8 ME
BZ 5 Z %S B2y V3 g 3
o E - —_—
fc% § =2 ©
- =

e WORERMERL, BOREREL.
Note: blue represents low expression, and red high expression.
El6 CsETR EREZREHEARIAE
Fig. 6 Expression patterns of CsETR family

6 h J5 Ry FRIB A IIMELIIN E , (HNS AT
FFRF R EBIER, HENHFEFZ ABAZH 6h
Xt CsETR FE[H 1952 A B .

3 Wiehs4in

HIAWFSER], ETR BN YRR, JUHE
TE AL B RS2 A B A P B IR AR . A

AT e R IR T e 3 5 A ETR R ", Fafioh
Y 6 4 ETR IR 5P, I S 52 3 4> 5k
G KRRy Es i s AT R e s
44 ETR ZWERUA ™, 6%k ETR 3E A 1 #E 1k o 5 5%
KHL, ETR FZWEM b, 2K ETR1 2w feikbfk,
REFF: Bl A5 R dE AL A R . 0 RNV FE DA B2 1) i b
PBE L PE A P AR T T, X 0 I X A B IR B Y
PEALWRFE A TTEREY. SR, B R TR X 25 ETR &
W GE o AT 52 A6 S5 W0 56 DR A 50l v Sk b -, AR
WHEAREWEER T 64 ETR R, s
i RE PN AR | B Dl 5] B G PO DO R =W 7 Ve P
ETR 3R F WM bt &8, ETRZEMH 4R 2 TR
W, ZW ETR BERTEX 2 MU RE R A 04, H
LK 5 1 ERS A 34~ Hirf, CsETR2-1 Fl
CsETR2-2 5 LeETR4 [a] P i 4% ; CsERS1-1 Al
CsERS1-3 5 AtERSI [ JEPE i, R EATAIBEAT
i TAHFEIR DI RE . X EEANF A BB P, A7 7E X
B L T R A 2SR T B R W AZ A T Y 1) i
25, T ETR RIGHMZ )5, K3 ETR 3£
SR F-N TR RS, SMETEER 1~124,
[Fi] —2HL 1] 4 1 S 7250 H AR, 136 [R)— 20 JE R [l A
EINRERMRLZ AL . WiFE MEME M3 _E 43 #r CSETR
EERMETF EI, 6 A IEHEAFAEATF Y 6 43
Jr, HAHF AW BE R LT A, Bi8H 2 AW R A
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